i;6      'THE  INDIAN  SCENE
he has had to make terms with modern times, and things were rapidly changing in India, Many causes were at work to undermine caste, and chief among them the habit of railway travelling. For the last ten years he had been accustomed to make a. yearly journey with twelve of his friends to the annual congress of a society of which they were all members, and there were six different castes among the twelve. The first time they went six different meals had to be ordered at the stations at which they stopped to refresh themselves, with the result that most of them starved. The next time they had the same meal, but in different corners of the refreshment-rooms. The third time they had the same meal at the same table. When men began to move about, segregation broke down, and evasion was everywhere practised, though the forms survived. By and by all harsh divisions would pass away by general